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THE CIRCULAR 
Is an exponent of Bible Communism. It advocates the 
Religion of the Bible, and the Socialism of the Primitive 


It recognizes the fact that the Kingdom of Heaven, as for 


ages prayed for, is now actually coming into the world, and l 


it will look for its presence in every field of action. 
It will embrace within its scope whatever is progressive 
and inspiring in Science, Literature, Art, and the News of 
the World, and will aim to interpret all events from a spirit- 
tal point of view, and in their relations to the great Provi- 
dential movement of the times. 
It is offered to those who desire it, as the Gospel is, with- 
out money and without price, or at One Dollar a year to 
those who prefer to pay. 
Specimen numbers will be forwarded to those requesting 
them. Any subscriber wishing to discontinue his paper, 
should return us a copy with his name and residence written 

apon it, and the simple order, “ Discontinue.” 
Address “ THE CIRCULAR, Oneida, N. Y.” 


PUBLICATIONS. 











HE BEREAN; A Manual for the help of those who seek the 
Paith of the Primitive Church: an octavo volume of 500 
pages. By J. H. Noves. Price, $1.50. 
The Berean contains free, outline discussions of the great 

— topics of interest: Salvation from Sin, The New 

, The Second Coming, Resurrection, Origin of Evil, Our 

Relations to the Heavenly Church, Abolition of Death, Con- 

Sagetion of Life, &c., &c.—treated strictly according to 
ble evidences, but developing many new and interesting 

conclusions, differing widely from those of the old yee 

All who wish to anderstand Brs_e Communism—its constitu- 

tional basis, and prospects of success—should acquaint 

themselves with the contents of this book. 


‘BIBLE COMMUNISM; A Compilation from the Annual Re- 
ports and other publications of the Oneida Community 
and its branches; presenting, in connection with their 
History, a summary view of their Religious and Social The- 
Ories. 128 pages, octavo. Price, 50 cts. 

SALVATION FROM SIN; Explained and defended by J. H. 
Norges. Pamphlet, 10 cts. 

G2” Past Volumes of the Circular can be furnished to 
order; and any of the above Publications may be sent by 
mail to all parts of the country. 


THE ONEIDA COMMUNITY: 
Where and What it Is. 








The Community consists of about 225 mem- 
bers, comprising men, women, youth and children, 
nearly in equal proportions. They own 886 acres 
of land, in the towns of Lenox and Vernon, State 
of New York; Post Office address, Oneida, N. Y. 
For an account of their manufactures and pro- 
ductions, see a card in the next column. 

The Community has been established here 
about fifteen years, and is self-supporting. There 
is a branch yap! located at Wallingford, 
Conn., which is also self-supporting. 

The members of the Community hold among 
their distinguishing points of belief that Jesus 
Christ is offered to mankind as a perfect Sa- 
vior from selfishness; that personal regeneration 
through him is the only true foundation for re- 
form ; that his Second Coming, together with the 
establishment of the Kingdom of Heaven and a 
perfect Social State in the heavenly world, took 
place at the close of the apostolic age; that all 
good and evil are the results of spiritual agency, 
and hence that faith is the best resource for ail- 
ments of the body as well as the soul; that the 
age of miracles is not past, &c. For a more full 
statement of their religious views and the reasons 
thereof, see the Berean, a book published by the 
Community. 

‘The Social organization js that of entire Com- 
munism, like that of the day of Pentecost, when 
“no man said that aught of the things that he 
possessed was his own, but they had all things 
common ;” or like the condition expressed b 
Christ in his last prayer for his disciples, “ all 
mine are thine, and thine are mine.” This Social 
order bases itself logically on our views of Christ- 
ianity, which as a perfect system requires an un- 
selfish condition of society; and historically on 
the fact that a model of perfect Communism has 
been in successful operation in the interior world 
for eighteen hundred years, and is now gaining 
extension and recognition among men. An ex- 
postion of the Social Theory here indicated may 

found in Bible Communism, a pamphlet of the 
Community. 

For its government, the Community has no for- 
mal Constitution, or code of Laws, but depends on 
the maintenance of a good spirit, securing a vital 
organization throughout, like that which animates 
the human body, and on the exercise of Free 
Criticism on the part of all its members. The 
most spiritual and discerning among them secur- 
ing the most confidence, have naturally the most 
influence. Jonn H. Noyes, as the man by whom 
the truths of Communism have been mainly 
brought forth in this age, is respected as a true 
leader, In business, those persons whose attrac- 
ions and capacities fit them for posts of responsi- 
tibility, are sought for and placed in charge of the 
different departments. 

Persons wishing for a more extended knowledge 
of the Community, may gain it by reading its pub- 
lications, or by correspondence with its secretary. 
Ifa — visit is desired, the convenience of 
the Community as to the time and circumstances 

receiving it should first be consulted by letter. 

Tue CrrcuiaR is our weekly organ, and is 





ery one. Those who receive its spirit and have 
the ability to do so, will deal gencrously with the 
Community in sharing its expense, and contribu- 
ting to its usefulness. To the poor it is offered as 


a gift. 
The following may serve as a condensed formu- 
a of 
PRINCIPLES AND MEASURES: 
The Kingdom of Heaven, established by Christ 
in the interior sphere at his Second Coming, A. 
x 
Unity of all believers in this world and in Hades, 
with the Kingdom in the Heavens. 
Resurrection of the Spirit, by the faith and confes- 
sion of Christ, abolishing Sin and Selfishness. 
Resurrection of the pany as a sequence of the 
foregoing, overcoming Disease, renewing Youth, 
and abolishing Death. 
Community of Property of all kinds, with Inspi- 
ration for distribution. 
Dwelling together in Association, or Complex 
Families. 
Home Churches and Home Schools. 
yas my every Evening. 
Lord’s Supper at every Meal. 
Free Criticism the Regulator of Society. 
Horticulture the leading business for subsistence. 
A Daily Press, Divorced from Mammon, and de- 
voted to God. 


Oneida, N. Y., 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
§ Traps, of six different sizes, suitable for all 
kinds of Trapping. 
Traveling- of various materials and the latest 
improved styles. 
Mop-Holders, with malleable iron heads and screw 
fastenings. 
Preserved Fruits, put up in glass quart jars, se- 
curely sealed and warranted. 








DEALERS IN 


SEWING-SILKS, 

A full assortment of which for the supply of 

Merchants and Manufacturers is gener- 
ally on hand. 





Orders for the above, accompanied by cash or 
reference, will be carefully attended to, and the 
articles shipped to any part of the country. 

Address ONEIDA COMMUNITY, 
Oneida, N. Y. 

















The Kingdom of Heaven: 





An Address delivered Feb. 20, 1868, 
BY THEO. L. PITT. 





joy and glad fruition. 


them is the result of history, of God’s work 
—the harvest of the universe. 

Eighteen hundred years ago a child grew 
up to manhood in the deserts of the East. 
He had his raiment of camel’s hair, and a 
leathern girdle about his loins; and his meat 
was locusts and wild honey. 


“In those days came John the Baptist, 
preaching in the wilderness of Judea, saying, 
Repent ye; for the kingdom of heaven is at 


It was the first time those words had fallen 
The Lord had been at work 
on the Hebrew nation for two thousand years, 
educating it up to a point where it could hear 
those imperial words, and receive him who 
was to be the living embodiment of them— 
It is true, prophet and 
patriarch had discerned the coming of that 
kingdom afar off, and had prophesied in won- 
drous words concerning it. 
beyond the centuries, had shown it to them 
in a faint way ; and it was the burden of all 
David and Isaiah sung about 
the majesty of God and his kingdom in strains 
which will live forever ; and Daniel announced 
the time of its far-off coming. 

But not until John came up through the 
sandy wastes of Judea did the concrete, thrill- 
ing utterance come— The Kingdom of Heav- 
Only when the time was ripe, when the 
new dispensation was ready to be ushered in, 
did the final, comprehensive name appear, 
With Daniel it was a kingdom which the God 
of Heaven should set up—something in the 
With John prophecy was passing 
The term's, The 


on human ears. 


Jesus of Nazareth. 


Visions, reaching 


future. 
into the dawn of fulfillment. 
Kingdom of Heaven, and its equivalent and 
=isynonym, The Kingdom of God, are New 
THE CIRCULA BR. |Testament terms—belong to the literature of 
eh oe ato fghe Gospel. 
We all know the New Testament history, 
ITS CONSTITUTION, AND OUR RELATIONS To IT. | and doctrine of the Kingdom of Heaven: how 
that after John the Baptist, came Christ, an. 
nouncing the Kingdonif Heaven as at hand, 
and about to be established ; how he lived in 
Broruers Anp Sisters :—It is difficult on | this world some thirty-three years,and gathered 
this day, and on such an occasion as this, to} about him a company of disciples whom he 
talk of any subject but such as relates, nearly | instructed in the principles of his Kingdom; 
or remotely, to the Kingdom of Heaven.|how that he died; how that he rose again, 
And in my talk with you I would fall natu-| appeared unto his disciples, and ascended to 
rally into the position which the day demands, |the Father; how that he poured out his 
and speak only of that which is cognate to/ Spirit on his apostles and sent them through- 
the occasion. And in doing sol would rev-|out the world preaching the gospel of the 
erently and earnestly ask for that inspiration | Kingdom ; how thatafter forty years he came 
which Christ and the chosen ones in his king-|the second time, judged the Jewish world, 
domalonecangive. Be present, O ye crowned | gathered his followers together, brought up 
and loving ones—kings and priests of the in-| the faithful dead from Hades, changed the liv- 
ner Kingdom—and inspire the utterances of} ing believers, and took them with him to the 
this day ! mansions he-had prepared for them; how 
Let us forget, as far as possible, the strife|that he there organized them into his King- 
and turmoil of the hour in the world around | dom—laid the foundations of the New Jeru- 
us, and come near to that world in which|salem. 
there are “ peace and joy forever.” Let us|Testament, how that in the dispensation of 
gather our hearts together as the heart of one | the fullness of times, that Kingdom is to come 
man, and take counsel of Christ, and Paul,|down from God out of heaven; that at the 
and John, and Mary Magdalene, and the my-| end of the times of the Gentiles the predic 
riad hearts who for eighteen hundred years | tion of Daniel is to be fulfilled; viz., “ In the 
have lived and loved in the Kingdom of|days of these kings”—the last kings, of the 
Heaven. Let us ask them to teach us, to} Gentile age, the remote suoeessors of Nebu- 
take us by the hand and lead us away from | chadnezzar—* shall the God of heaven set up 
the spirit and presence of this world, into all|a kingdom which shall never be destroyed: 
truth and holiness, all love and wisdom, all|and the kingdom shall not be left to other 
people, but it shall break in pieces and con- 
The Kingdom of Heaven! What combi-|sume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand 
nation of words is there which so stirs the| forever ;” that “the kingdoms of this world 
heart? which awakens such visions of bliss|are to become the kingdoms of our Lord and 
and grandeur, as this? Study that little ut-|of his Christ, and he shall reign forever.” 
teranco of four words. Find me four others|I say that we know these things. 
in the language which, combined, can mean so | engraven on the hearts of all who are to-day 
much. In them is the highest consummation | members, by heart experience and knowledge 


We know too, according to the New 


us. These great facts are the foundations of 
our movement as a Community. All who. 
know anything of Mr. Noyes, of his history 
and experience, know that the key of his ca 
reer is in the New Testament—in the Gospel 
of the Second Coming, of Holiness, of the 
Kingdom of God. Our basis is in the past, 
in the great facts which occurred eighteen 
hundred years ago. Though outwardly our 
movement is a matter of but few years’ his- 
tory, measured by the personal experience 
and memory of many of us, yet on its inte. 
rior and spiritual side, it goes back to Christ 
and Paul and the Primitive Church. It is 
but the outgrowth of their labors. 

Dating back interiorly to that central age 
our movement—of the Oneida Community ? 
Without assumption, without egotism, I say 
that its significance is this: Jt isaconfession 
of the Kingdom of Heaven. It is an attempt 
to realize, under the guidance of the Spirit of 
Christ, the conditions of that Kingdom in this 
world—to extend the life, the spirit, the insti. 
tutions, governmental and social of that King- 
dom, into this world, 

John the beloved, in Patmos, in his visions 
of the future, says: “1 John saw the Holy 
City, New Jerusalem, coming down from God 
out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for 
her husband. And I heard a great voice out 
of heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of 
God is with men, and he will dwell with them, 
and they shall be his people, and God himself 
shall be with them, and be their God.” 

Paul declares in his epistle to the Ephesians 
that God hath purposed in himself, “That in 
the dispensation of the fullness of times he 
might gather together i one all things in 
Christ, both which are in heaven and which 
are on earth.” 

Both these passages refer to the same peri- 
od and the same event with the prediction of 
Daniel, already quoted. 

Now, this vision of John, this purpose of 
God which Paul declares, this prediction of 
Danicl, are not to remain always unfulfilled. 
There must come a time when they cease to 
be future, and become actualized, a part of hu- 
man history and experience, 

To us, not only history and outward events 
but the deepest inspiration of our hearts, points 
to the present as the time when these things 
are at hand. Look around us. The world is 
ripening for a mighty change. See how rap- 
idly things are moving. See how the volume 
of human knowledge is filling up. Look at 
the wonderful advances of science and inven- 
tion. Old institutions are crumbling, nations 
are disintegrating, and this nation the most 
advanced of all, is breaking to pieces in the 
crash and thunder of war and of judgment. 
Every thing indicates that the Gentile harvest. 
which eighteen hundred years have been pre- 
paring and ripening, is ready to be gathered. 
Moreover, the indications of the Bible point 
to the present and the immediate future—the 
lifetime of this generation—as the closing era 
of prophetic fulfillment, the finishing of the 
times of the Gentiles, and as the period of 
the ushering in of the dispensation of eternity. 
Andas the testimony of the Primitive Church, 
in the closing hours of the Jewish dispensation, 
was, The Kingdomof Heaven is at hand ; so. 
our testimony, in these last days of the Gen- 
tile age, is, and should be, The Kingdom of 
Heaven cometh down from God into this world. 
We stand as confessors of that Kingdom. 

1 will not pursue this point further, now, 
but leave it with the remark, that whoever is 
interested in studying history, and the deal- 
ings of God with men, will find in the Bible, 
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portance bearing upon this point, which, if 
studied modestly and reverently, cannot fail 
to feed and strengthen their faith. 

Assuming then as a postulate—for I con- 
sider that in talking with you, it is a state- 
ment which does not need proof—that the 
Community is a Confession of the Kingdom 
of Heaven, the character and relations of our 
movement at once assume a definite and tan- 
gible aspect, and our position is easily under- 
stood. That confession separates us from 
this world and its institutions. So far as they 
are concerned we are foreigners—citizens of 
another kingdom. Though living in the world 
we are not of the world. Its institutions are 
not our institutions, and it is not our business 


to conform to them, to support them, or fight | 
| either to the interior or to the exterior want of life. 


for them. We are confessors of another king- 
dom, and our business is to maintain our al- 
legiance to our own government, to study its 
constitution, its laws and customs, and to 
manifest its life and spirit in this world. The 
Kingdom of Heaven is a complete organiza- 
tion—a harmonious, living government, whose 
ordinances are adapted to all our wants, to 
every faculty of human life. It confprehends 
in its scope all life, from man up through the 
ascending arders of spiritual intelligences, an- 
gel and archangel, to God himself, the fountain 
and source of all life. 

Being then, citizens of this Kingdom, it is 
eur duty and should be our highest ambition 
to inquire into its constitution, and study our 
relations to it, that we may avail ourselves of 
all the benefits and privileges which pertain 
to our position and so be able to illustrate 
those benefits and privileges in our lives. 


A constitution is an organic law or ordi- 
uanee of government and societary relations. 

What, then, is the constitution of the King- 
dom of Heaven? 

LTanswer: Its constitution is, an organized 
life, male and female, centering in God. Paul 
states it thus: “T would have you know, that 
the head of every manis Christ; andthe head 
of the woman is the man; and the head of 
Christ is God.” That is, an ascending system 
of male and female life, culminating and 
reaching its perfection in the Father and Su- 
preme Lord. It is not a great system of Uni- 
versal Democracy and Individual Sovereign- 
ty, but is a perfect order of subordination and 
the indwelling of life in life—God the head 
of Christ, and dwelling in ‘him; Christ the 
head of man, and dwelling in him; man the 
head of woman, and dwelling in her. Again, 
Christ is the glory of the Father, man is the 
glory of Christ, and woman is the glory of the 
man. The glory being that life which re- 
ceives and envelopes a superior life. Christ 
revealed this constitution of his kingdom, in 
his last prayer with his disciples. His last 
and most earnest petition for his followers 
was: “ Neither pray I for these alone ; but for 
them also which shall befieve on me through 
their word”—and this includes all believers, 
and is a prayer for us to-day—‘“ that they all 
may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and 
lin thee, that they also may be one in us: 
that the world may believe that thou hast 
vent me. And the glory which thou gavest 
me, I have given them; that they may be one, 
even as we are one; Tin them, and thou in 
mé, that they may be made perfect in one; 
and that the world may know that thou hast 
sent me, and ‘hast loved them as thou hast 
loved me.” To illustrate and explain the 
philosophy of this unity, let me quote.a few 
paragraphs from the Berean. 


In spite of the logic of the anti-materialists, who 
would reduce spirits to nonentities, the Bible eom- 
pels us to think and es of life as an actual sub- 
stance. We take the liberty to affirm (appealing 
to the whole tenor of the New Testament and to 
every believer's consciousness for evidence), that 
personal spirits are real things, having interiors 
and exteriors, attractions, receptivities, and capa- 
cities for combination. When it is said that “the 
Father and the Son are one,” we understand this 
in no figurative, mystical, or unreal sense, but in 
# sense as substantial and as clear as that in which 
we understand that the Siamese twins are one.— 
‘The Father and the Son, though they are spirits, 
are two substances, joined, intermixed, combined, 
as really as light and heat are combined in a sun- 
beam. Their union does not destroy their distinct 
pereonality, for it will be observed in the pas- 





sage we have quoted from Christ’s prayer, it is as- 
sumed that the union of believers with God and 
with each other is to be precisely the same as the 
union of the Father and the Son—a decisive testi- 
mony that the Father and the Son, though one, 
are distinct persons—unless indeed we go so far 
as to deny that believers will retain their distinct- 
ness of persons in their final unity. Our idea is, 
that the Father and the Son, though distinct per- 
sons, are present not only &# each other, but «ith- 
in each other—that their lives are not like solids, 
capable only of lateral contact, but like fluids, or 
like the imponderable elements, pervading each 
other in the most intimate combination possible. 

We have said that spirits have interiors and ex- 
teriors. From this it results that individual spir- 
its are capable of two distinct forms of compac- 
tion. They may be filed, and they may be envel- 
oped. As the two great wants of the body are food 
and clothing, or nourishment of the life, and good 
surroundings, so the two great wants .of spirits 
are, to be filled, and to be enveloped with congen- 
ial life. These two wants are the grounds of all 
specific desires and passions. Every susceptibility 
and every form of enjoyment, may be referred 


The interior want, or the desire to be filled with 
life, is necessarily also a desire to envelop life; 
and on the other hand, the exterior want, or the 
desire to be enveloped with life, is also necessarily 
a desire to fill life. These two generie forms of 
desire are symbolized in the organization of the 
sexes. The desire to be filled and to envelop, is 
female. The desire to be enveloped and to fill, is 
male. Love, in its highest form, is the reciprocal 
and satisfied attraction of these two forms of de- 
sire. 

The fact that life has interiors and exteriors, 
and corresponding attractions, is that which 
makes it possible that one iife should dwell in an- 
other. If spirits had but one surface, and were 
either all male or all female in their capacities 
and attractions, external juxtaposition only would 
be possible. But the universe of life, as it is, male 
and female, is — of concentric infoldings and 
perfect unity. To begin with the highest forms 
of life, the Father and the Son are concentric 
spiritual spheres. Their relations to each other 
are those of male and female. The Father fills 
the Son andis enveloped by him. The Son en- 
velopes the Father and is filled by him. Though 
in a subordinate sense it is true that each fills and 
each envelopes the other—that the Son dwells in 
the Father as well as the Father in the Son (for 
to a certain extent in all combinations of spirits 
there is an interchange of relations and functions), 
yetina ee sense it is evident from scripture 
that the Father is the interior life and the Son the 
exterior. Thus in the prayer of Christ the order 
of indwelling is indicated in these words—“ That 
they may be one as we are one; [in them and thou 
in me.” The Father is the indwelling life of the 
Son, as the Son is the indwelling life of believers. 
That the relation of the Father to the Son is that 
of interior to exterior, or male to female, appears 
also from these words of Paul: “The head of ev- 
ery man is Christ, and the head of the woman is 
the man, and the head of Christ ts God.” 1 Cor. 11: 
13. It is obvious that in all combinations, the in- 
terior life must be more compact and therefore 
stronger than the exterior. The female capacity is 
in its very nature negative. Weakness makes 
room for strength. Deficiency embraces fullness. 
Hence the Father takes precedence of the Son. 
“My Father,” says Christ, “is greater than I.” 

he end for which Christ prayed, was, that the 
unity which thus exists at the center of all life, 
might be extended to the spirits of all who should 
believe on him. He camginto the world that he 
might begin this work ‘oncentration, by intro- 
ducing himself into the interiors of men. To the 
Father he is the exterior or female life, but to the 
man he is the interior or male life. The life of the 
Father is the only spiritual plenwm ; i. e., he only 
is filled with his own life. In him alone, the in- 
terior want is supplied from his own resources.— 
The Son is filled with the fullness of the Father, 
interiorly, and he seeks in man exterior envelop- 
ment. And so in the whole succession of infold- 
+ from the Father outward, each spirit or 
sphere of spirits is filled by a more central life, and 
enveloped by a more external life; i. e., each life 
is female to the life in advance of it toward the 
center, and male to the life behind it toward the 
circumference. 


This, then, is the great comprehensive con- 
stitution, and societary compact of the King- 
dom of Heaven—the indwelling of life within 
life, soul within soul, spirit within spirit, 
male and female. The law of organization in 
the family of God is sexual, using the term in 
its broadest and fullest sense. 

Having shown that this is the law of or- 
ganization in the Kingdom of Heaven, it fol- 
lows that if we would come into true rela- 
tions and vital fellowship with that Kingdom, 
our approaches must conform to that organic 
order. We cannot come into vital union 
with it, and with the beings who compose it, 
in any vague, anarchie way. We cannot ap- 
proach that Kingdom on any basis of individ- 
ualism, and Democratic equality, demanding 
our rights, but we must come to it in the 
spirit of subordination, seeking our head, our 
superior, our husband, our interior fullness 
and heart’s Lord. Only through the medium 
of receptivity and love can we come unto 
them—in the spirit of betrothal and mar. 
riage, hearts coming te their hearts to be filled, 
and to glorify. 

But more than this. To come into unity 
with that Kingdom, we must not only ap- 
proach it in the true attitude and spirit indi- 


jlove of the Father is not in him. 


vidually, as men and women, but we must 
approach it in the true collective, organic or- 
der, as a Church, as a Community. It is 
God’s plan of salvation not only to save us 
individually, but to save us_ individually 
through the Church. His design is to gather 
together the Church of this age, of the second 
resurrection, and marry it to the Church of 
the first resurrection, which he organized into 
his Kingdom eighteen hundred years ago. 
He is going to form the believers of this age 
into agreat vital corporation—a Community— 
which is to be the bride of the Community of 
the first-born in Heaven. He meets us pri- 
marily as a Church. His Spirit works 
through the Church—through an organic 
Sommunity channel, by a harmonic and con- 
structive action. Approaching and meeting us 
thus, he demands of us that we present to him 
the true order, according to Paul’s ordinance ; 
viz., “ The head of every man is Christ; and the 
head of the woman is the man; and the head 
of Christ is God.” And by as much as we 
desire salvation, and Heaven, by so much are 
we invited to study these conditions of their 
attainment, and offer ourselves pure and spot- 
less to Christ and the Primitive Church. 

I will not attempt now to trace out all the 
operations of this principle of heavenly organ- 
ization, in its application to us as a church 
and as individuals. That would involve matters 
more appropriate for other occasions, and for 
every one’s individual and earnest study.— 
But I will say that every one who will ap- 
proach this question of the heavenly constitu- 
tion loyally, reverently, teachably, will find 
in it an inexhaustible mine of precious, beau- 
tiful and enduring truth. And, Brothers and 
Sisters, allow me to exhort you to turn your 
attention, deeply and thoroughly toward the 
Kingdom of Heaven—toward the Primitive 
Church, and study to know how best to ap- 
proach and meet them. That church is very 
near us. It cometh down to us from God 
out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for 
her husband, Let us make ourselves ready 
for the marriage of heaven and earth, the 
great feast of hearts that is coming. If we 
would hear these great words which John 
heard, we must make ourselves ready and 
have our wedding garments on : 

“ And I heard a great voice out of heaven, 

saying, Behold the tabernacle of God is with 
men, and he will dwell with them, and they 
shall be his people, and God himself shall be 
with them, and be their God. And God 
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; 
and there shall be no more death, neither sor- 
row, nor crying, neither shall there be any 
more pain: for the former things are passed 
away.” 
This is the future to which Christ invites us. 
This is the consummation to which we shall 
come through all ourtrials and labors and pu- 
rifyings—the “light afflictions which are but 
for a moment.” And is it not a glorious con- 
summation? Will it not exceed all that you 
could ask or think ? 

I appeal unto you, fathers and mothers of 
the Community, who have known him that is 
from the beginning: Gird up the loins of 
your minds. Be strong, be bold. Delay not 
to draw nearer and nearer to the approaching 
Kingdom. Let its statutes be your songs in 
the house of your pilgrimage. May each of 
you, as the rich and golden years gather on 
your hearts, be able to say with Paul: “I 
have fought a good fight ; I have finished my 
course; I have kepé the faith.” 

I appeal unto you, young men, and young 
women ofthe Community: Open your hearts 
to the descending Kingdom, and seek to be 
worthy of its fellowship and presence. It 
calls you to the noblest heroism, the highest 
and holiest aspiration. It calls you to over- 
come the wicked one in every form. “Love 
not the world, neither the things that are in 
If any man love the world, the 
For all 
that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, the 
lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not 


the world. 





of the Father, but is of the world. And the 


world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but 
he that doeth the will of God, abideth for- 
ever.” Do you want genius, beauty, love? 
Betroth yourselves to Christ and the heaven of 
hearts that is in him. You never conceived 
how much he can give you. “ Wisdom and 
might are his; he changeth the times and 
the seasons; he removeth kings, and setteth 
up kings; he giveth wisdom to the wise, and 
knowledge to them that know understanding ; 
he revealeth the deep and secret things; he 
knoweth what is in the darkness, and the 
light dwelleth with him.” 

I appeal unto you all, in the words of the 
beloved apostle: “Let us love one another : 
for love is of God; and every one that loveth 
is born of God and knoweth God. He that 
loveth not, knoweth not God; for God is love. 
In this was manifested the love of God toward 
us, because that God sent his only begotten 
Son into the world, that we might live 
through him. Herein is love, not that we 
loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his 
Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Be 
loved, if God so loved us, we ought also to 
love one another. No man hath seen God at 
any time. If we love one another, God 
dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us. 
Hereby we know that we dwell in him, and 
he in us, because he hath given us of his 
Spirit. And we have seen and do testify, 
that the Father sent the Son to be the 
Savior of the world. Whosoever shall con- 
fess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwell- 
eth in him, and he in God. And we have 
known and believed the love that God hath 
to us. God is love: and he that dwelleth in 
love, dwelleth in God, and God in him. 
Herein is our love made perfect, that we may 
have boldness in the day of judgment: be- 
cause as he is, so are we in this world. There 
is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth 
out fear: because fear hath torment. He 
that feareth is not made perfect inlove. We 
love him because he first loved us. If a man 
say, | love God, and hateth his brother, he is 
aliar. For he that loveth not his brother, 
whom he hath seen, how can he love God, 
whom he hath not seen? And this command- 
ment have we from him, That he who loveth 
God, love his brother also.” 

This is our calling. Let the world fight 
and destroy one another. We will learn to 
love, and todo the will of God. The world 
passeth away and the lust thereof; but he that 
doeth the will of God abideth forever. 

“The world passeth away.” Let it pass. 
Let us rejoice that it isso. Let old institu- 
tions crumble and be forgotten. Let the na 
tions grind each other to pieces. Let this 
nation be overthrown, and go down in the 
vortex of judgment. We need not fear.— 
Christ will go with us and be our shield.— 
His angel encampeth round about them that 
fear him, and delivereth them. Whatever 
may be the changes around us, the Kingdom 
of Heaven is safe, and as far as we are identi- 
fied with that Kingdom we are safe. If “he 
that ruleth the nations with a rod of iron and 
dasheth them in pieces as a potter’s vessel,” is 
our friend, who shall harm us? “ He shall 
cover thee with his feathers and under his 
wings shalt thou trust: his truth shall be thy 
shield and buckler. Thou shalt not be afraid 
for the terror by night; nor for the arrow that 
flieth by day ; nor for the pestilence that walk- 
eth in darkness ; nor for the destruction that 
wasteth at noon-day. A thousand shall fall 
at thy side, and ten thousand at thy right 
hand; but it shall not come nigh thee. Only 
with thine eyes shalt thou behold, and see the 
reward of the wicked.” Let the nation perish. 
Its sunset will be our sunrise—the dawn of 
the Millennium. Let Democracy die. Let 
Republican Government, the vaunted hope of 
the world, prove a failure. Over their grave 
will rise a Theocracy which shall redeem man- 
kind. ‘Through the valley of the shadow of 
death of human government the world will 
reach the government of God, and accept Je 
sus Christ as King of kings and Lord of lords. 
If clouds and darkness are over the people 
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of this country, they are not for us, unless we 
identify ourselves with them and accept their 
cause and their perils. But instead of this we 
will go on our way and learn to love Christ 
and one another, and so win all true hearts to 
Christ. And under him as King of Peace and 
of Love we will found a new nation. Init the 
dream of the Poet shall be realized : 


“ Affection shall solve every one of the problems 


of freedom, 
Those who love each other shall be invincible. 
- * 





One from Massachusetts shall be comrade to a 
Missourian, 

One from Maine or Vermont, and a Carolinian 
and an Oregonese, 

Shall be friends triune, more precious to each- 
other than all the riches of the earth. 

To Michigan shall be wafted perfume from 
Flori 

To the Mannahatta from Cuba or Mexico, 

Not the perfume of flowers, but sweeter, and 
wafted beyond death. 
+ 


* 


There shall be innovations, 

There shall be countless linked hands—namely 
the Northeasterner’s and the Northwestern- 
er’s and the Southwesterner’s and those of 
all their brood, 

These shall be masters of the world under a new 


power, 
They shall laugh to scorn the attacks of all the 
remainder of the world. 


The most dauntless and rude shall touch face to 
face lightly, 

The dependence of Liberty shall be lovers, 

The continuance of Equality shall be comrades. 

These shall tic and band stronger than hoops of 
iron.” 

Under Christ 

“ We will make the continent indissoluble, 

- x * - 

We will plant companionship thick as trees 
along all the rivers of America, and alon 
the shores of the great lakes, and over all 
the prairies, 

We will make inseparable cities, with their 
arms about each other’s necks.” 


O glad age of the future! ©O dawn of 
Peace and of Joy, of Love and of Resurrection, 
lift your gates upon us! “Liftup your 
heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye ev- 
erlasting doors; and the King of Glory shall 
come in.” Come, O King of Glory, and all 
ye bright and crowned ones, meet with us_ in 
our hearts this day. Say thou to each heart 
that is here before thee: 

“Thou shalt call me Ishi. And I will be- 
troth thee unto me forever; yea, I will be- 
troth thee unto me in righteousness, and in 
judgment, and in loving kindness, and in 
I will even betroth thee unto me 
shalt know the 


mercies. 
in faithfulness: and thou 
Lord.” 
Around our hearts the inner splendors glow, 
Bright footsteps touch the portals of the soul: 
Christ and the Father come! 
From where the heavenly anthems roll— 
To bid in us the living fountain flow, 
To make with us their home. 
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New Type. 

We present the Cérevdar to our friends 
this week in an entirely new dress. We 
have been able during the interval since 
the close of the last volume to procure a 
new out{t of type for our office. The 
type was purchased of Messrs. Farmer, 
Little & Co., at White’s Type Foundry, 
63 and 65 Beekman Street, New-York 
City, who have the reputation of mak- 
ing very superior and durable type, and 
who have very promptly and satisfactori- 
ly filled our order, The fonts we have 
selected are Nonpareil, Brevier, Long 
Primer and Small Pica, naming them in 
the order of their size, beginning with 
the smallest. Each of them presents, we 
think, a very beautifully faced letter, 
pleasant to the eye and well propor- 
tioned. 

We will add in this connection, that in 
purchasing the type we have been very 
liberally aided by Mr. Jonn Apsort, an 
outside brother residing at Champion, 
N. Y., who generously placed $150 at 





our disposal for that purpose. Another 
friend has placed at our disposal for this 
or other purposes $52. We have also 
received $25 or $30, from other friends 
and subscribers since the announcement 
of the intended purchase. Wallingford 
Community has also contributed both 
financially and in the services of Mr. 
Leonard, who has acted as agent and ad- 
viser in buying the type. To all of 
these friends and co-workers we would 
give our thanks and best wishes. 
moe 
A Community Journal. 

We shall attempt no formal chronicle of 
the interval since our last issue, but will 
seize such salient points as may have a gen- 
eral interest. The winter thus far has been 
an interesting and profitable season to us in 
a spiritual and social point of view. We 
recognize the workings of the Spirit of God 
in the family, producing earnestness and sin- 
cerity, the growth of true criticism, and unity 
of hearts in the truth. Wherever the Spirit 
of Christ is at work, there will be true and 
inspired criticism, and the fact that there has 
been a revival of criticism in the Communi- 
ty, shows us that Christ is with us and is lead- 
ing us forward toa higher and clearer position. 

The 20th of February.—The anniversary 
of the birth ot Perfectionism, was celebrated 
with appropriate and interesting exercises.— 
With us the 20th of February is not only 
the anniversary of the birth of our movement, 
but it is also the beginning of our spiritual 
year. Many facts in our experience in the 
past, have contributed to show that there is a 
peculiar significance to this season of the year, 
as the time when the wave of spiritual, heart- 
lite which has been moving forward with the year’s 
course, reaches its culminating point—comes near- 
est to the clear illumination of the heavens. It is 
a spiritual starting point. It marks a period of 
the birth of new inspirations and new thoughts. 
Perhaps we need not enter into any labored ex- 
planations of the philosophy of the matter, but 
simply let it stand as a fact, which all who come 
into sympathy with Christ will be likely more or 
less to recognize in their experience. 

The 20th this year was marked with its usual 
interest, and was a day of gladness and lifting up 
af heart. There was a general suspension of the 
usual businesses, and the order of exercises, as ur- 
ranged by a committee, was according to the fol- 
lowing programme : 

Birthday of Perfectionism., 
TWENTY-NINTH ANNIVERSARY. 
PROGRAMME. 

I. 


Breakfast at 73g A. M. 
ll. 
Gathering in the Hall at 10 A. M. 
. Singing by the Congregation; “On the mountain top 
appearing,” &c. 
2. Reading Scripture by H. W. Burnham. 
8. Singing by Choir. “ Hark the herald angels sing,” &c. 
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. Address, by T. L. Pitt. 
. Song by the Congregation. 
11. 
Dinner in the Hall at 2 P. M., to be followed by Toasts, 
Speeches and Songs, ad liditum. 
IV. 

Amusements during the evening. 

Kefreshments in the Dining Room, from 8 to 9 P. M. 

The morning meeting gave an interior, heart 
tone to the day which continued through all the 
other exercises. Dinner was. served in Hall, ac- 
cording to programme, and was preceded by 4 
song from the choir. The bill of fare was cold 
biscuit and butter, preserved peaches, pie and 
cheese, nuts and raisins,and grape wine. <Aiter 
these the President of the dinner invited to the 
“ feast of reason and the flow of soul,” and an 
hour anda half was well filled up with song, 


toasts and speeches, and free interchange of 


thought. We append a portion of the regular 
toasts and the responses thereto, not however in 
the exact order in which they occurred : 





The Day we Celebrate: Memorable as the anni- 
versary of the birth of Perfectionism—may it be 
commemorated by all coming generations. 

G. Cracrs—Being permitted to occupy the at- 
tention of the family for a few moments only, I 
can but briefly allude to that very interesting 
period we this day celebrate, and that gave birth 
to the principles and doctrines that have had so 
great an agency in making us, what we now call 
ourselyes, Communists. But few probably in this 


tention of the public ear almost as extensively as 
the war-world has it at the present time. A vil- 
lage or a town without a revival and protracted 
meetings, was a rare phenomenon,and iooked upon 
as under the displeasure of heaven. It was at the 
culminating point of that revival epoch that Per- 
fectionism was born. But its birth gave no joy 
to the Mother Church on earth, who, instead of 
nursing it as its own legitimate offspring, dis- 
owned it, and was the first to lead on the van- 
guard of its relentless persecutors. Yet, notwith- 
standing the ill treatment it received from those 
high in Church authority, who should have 
been its protecting fathers and nursing mothers, 
it lived, and did not lack for either nourishment 
or discipline, to secure for it a robust constitution 
for the exercise of its ultimate function as the 
nucleus of the Kingdom of God on earth. And, 
as great results often flow from apparently very 
small causes, we might enumerate great blessings 
resulting to mankind from what appeared to su- 
perticial observers at the time, the insignificant 
birth of Perfectionism. But that birth, insignifi- 
cant as it appeared, was especially the harbinger 
of light ; disclosing the fact that the Bible was a 
book revealing to truth-seekers a true spiritual 
philosophy—a_ scientific religion ; making mani- 
fest the wide distinction between the godly and 
ungodly. In the previous legal dispensation of 
religious experience, there was no discoverable 
line between the so-called saints and sinners. All 
were sinners, and yet some of the sinners were 
saints, or sinning Christians—not actual, dena-fide 
saints, but saints elect, who were to be saved after 
death, &c. But there was nothing certain about 
it. Ask a professing Christian if his religion had 
saved him from all sin; he would hardly know 
what you meant: he could not say yes, but would 
stammer out something that implied that he 
hoped he should be saved from it after death, &c. 
Ask him again if he committed sin; he could not 
say no, but hoped that he did not sin willfully, &. 
All was confusion, perplexity and unsatisfaction. 
There was any amount of religion, such as it was, 
but no light on the subject. The real want of the 
world was, “ Let there be light”—something posi- 
tive, clear, undoubted. A yea, yea, and a nay, nay, 
were demanded in regard to sin and holiness— 
selfishness and unselfishness. And believing as 
we do, that heaven had much more to do with the 
conception and birth of Perfectionism than earth’s 
worldly wisdom, it probably exercised a little of 
its sportive talent in having the name and the 
function of their representative of the New ‘Cove- 
nant faith, synonomous terms, and so gave to the 
world, under the combining of the two words, 
no and yes, a Noyes—a man who had the no 
and yes adverbs born in him, so to speak—a 
part of his very being which called for light and 
certainty on ‘all subjects. And when the truth 
revealed to him a Christ within him, a Savior from 
all sin, he believed it. And when questioned on 
the day of his first confession as to his commit- 
ting sin, he replied, No. »What! are you saved 
from sin’ Yes, was the unequivocal reply. So 
it might be said that the whole of the great salva- 
tion that Christ brought into the world could be 
summed up in the compound word No-yes—de- 
nying the devil and confessing Christ; for what- 
|soever is more than No-yes cometh of evil. It 
| requires great moral courage, in such a world as 
| this, to say No to all the enticements and seduc- 
| tions of sin. But salvation is impossible without 
| it. Indeed, the great want in all departments of 
life’s outgoings, is that moral courage and _ ability 
that will enable one to say No to earth’s enchant- 
ments and Yes to heaven's attractions. 

The Primitive Chureh: Our models and teach- 
|ers—the only true, apostolic, ‘Catholic’ Church— 
may our hearts ever seek their communion in sim- 
plicity and faith. 

H. W. BurnuamM—To us who celebrate this an- 
| niversary, the phraseology of this sentiment is no 
| novelty; and, were we only intellectualists its rep- 
etition here would appear dry and hacknied. But 
as primarily spiritual beings, who have faith in 
the invisible—in God, in Christ and in the heay- 
ens—the contemplation of this sentiment is ever 
fruitful and full of edification. 

As to the truth of this asseveration, we have no 
need to discuss it here. Asa proposition it re- 
| quires no argumentation. To me, and to you 
| who are assembled in this Hall, it is, and has been 
'for some time past, a demonstration—almost, if 
jnot quite, an axiom. ‘To the carnal mind—the 
| mnaterialist, the merely speculative philosopher and 
!dreamer—it is far otherwise. In conversation 
with a gentleman, not a thousand miles from here, 
a few months since, he acknowledged to me that 
the drift of his reasonings and readings went to 
{make him a kind of universal doubter. To such 
an extent was he under the influence of this 
doubting spirit that he sometimes doubted, or 
seemed to doubt, the fact, even of his own exist- 
lence. Ina New-York Hotel, a few days ago, I 











| listened to an extemporaneous debate between a 


assembly remember the state of the country twen-| peliever in God and one who did not believe in 
ty-nine years ago. At that period, and for several | him. The argument of the infidel was, that God 
years previously, the religious world bad the at-| did not exist because none of his five senses had 





ever been able to comprehend his existence. To 
these sceptics our talk about fellowship with the 
Primitive Church would undoubtedly appear fool- 
ish. Nevertheless, we know that that church 
does exist ; and the reason why we know it is, that 
corresponding to its existence there is within our 
hearts a recognition of the fact. This recognition 
is faith, based on the word and power of God— 
but simple in its operation as that of the confi- 
dence which a little child exercises in its moth- 
er. This faith is, soto speak, an open mystery, 
“hid from the wise and prudent, but revealed 
unto babes.” Asa Community this faith is our 
treasure. Many people think us wealthy; but 
whatever our daybook and ledger may disclose of 
the accumulation of dollars and cents, our read 
wealth consists in the investments we have made 
in the heavens—in the unity we have with the 
Primitive Church, who is the Mother of us all. 

Our Success in Business the past year :—May we 
always regard it as the answer to the promise, 
“ Seek first the Kingdom of God and his righteous- 
ness, and all other things shall be added ;” and may 
we continue to deserve prosperity by contin- 
ued devotion to the business of our Heavenly Fa- 
ther. 

J. Burt—It is with pleasure that I respond to 
this sentiment. The saying of Christ here quoted 
may properly be considered as standing both as 
an injunction and a promise. But more appropri- 
ately I think should it be recognized as the utter- 
ance of a truth, having its existence in the fitness 
of things; or, in other words, growing out of and 
adapted to the true relations of man toGod. The 
Oneida Community has from the commencement 
of its existence sought to give prominence to and 
proof of this truth. To this end no sacrifice either 
of time or money has been deemed too great. 
“ Seek ye first the kingdom of God and his right 
eousness,” is a motto which has become to us as 2 
familiar friend. It has met us in our daily even- 
ing gatherings, at our table, in our work-shops, on 
our farm, and in all our family entertainments. 
“ Seek ye first the kingdom of God and his right- 
eousness,” in short, is a maxim which has become 
interwoven into our life and existence as a Com- 
munity. In proof of this, may be witnessed the 
fact that we have steadily maintained our ground 
amidst the reproaches of the so-called wise men of 
this world. We have been branded as fanatical ; 
we have been told that we were shiftless and bad 
managers in our business, and that our downfall) 
was certain. Well, this transition period was in- 
deed a time of trial and suffering—a time in which 
we were being torn and wrenched, so to speak, 
from our previous habits of life. But God has 
been pledged to sustain us—miraculously, when 
necessity has required it. He has in all respects 
verified his promise, “ all these things shall be add- 
ed.” But the Rubicon is passed. Out of this pa- 
tience of trust and of waiting, the order and har- 
mony which we now see, have sprung. And this 
harmony of our organization is indeed the basis of 
the prosperity we now enjoy. True it is that our 
present existence is a standing miracle, not only to 
ourselves, but to all who are candidly looking at 
us. And it is also true that our success in busi- 
ness is the legitimate effect of a cause; and that 
cause is, spirituality occupying the foreground and 
leadership in all the relations and pursuits of life. 
But how, it may be asked, has this fact entered in- 
to and affected our business prosperity ? I answer: 
simply because it has brought us into conjunction 
and union with the divine element—has secured 
to us partnership with God and Christ—or as Pani 
would term it, has made us “co-workers with 
God.” Thus, it will be seen, we have secured the 
divine element as our organizing power—God and 
Christ stand as our senior partners. In sucha firm 
there is certainty of success; in our connection 
with this firm will we glory and boast ourselves, 
when occasion requires it. 

In response to the latter clause of the toast I wil! 
inquire, how are we to continue to deserve these 
blessings? Well, the answer is given: By contin- 
uing to do the business of our heavenly Father. 
Again, how are we to continue in his business? J] 
answer, not simply by rendering obedience to any 
given code of laws he may have instituted—but 
by perpetuating our identity and co-partnership 
with him who is the law-making power—by hold 
ing ourselves as mediums of his communication 
with men—by continuing to be a channel through 
which he can prove his faithfulness to promises 
made. We may be assured that God desires above 
all things to fulfill all his promises to mankind. 
So long, therefore, as we remain his co-workers-— 
the channel through which he can indicate his 
honor before the world—it is certain that he witl, 
if need be, move heaven and earth for our success. 

Our Itinerants, the Peddlers:—A self denying 
and heroic band. Their life is an ordeal like that 
of the “red-hot plowshares.” May they always 
be true representatives of the Community Spint, 
and keep themselves “ unspotted from the work.” 

H. G. AtLeN—Perhaps no more appropriav 
sentiment could be offered in behalf of our Com- 
munity peddlers, than i3 contained in that portion 
of the toast just read which says, “ May they al- 
ways be true representatives of the Comuunisy 
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Spirit, and keep themselves unspotted from the 
world.” This refers to an important responsi- 
bility which rests upon all of us who are called 
to go out in the business world; and it becomes 
us to ever have a just appreciation of this respo- 
sibility. 

We are not mere peddlers and business men, in 
the usual acceptation of the terms. Ours is a high- 
er calling. We are called to become true medi- 
ums of the Community spirit, the spirit of heaven, 
to the world—living epistles of Bible Communism, 
known and read of all men. 

Impressions are being formed of Communism 
and its truths, through us; and if we have a true 
apirit, we are continually preaching Gospel Com- 
munism in a silent, but effective way, through our 
business connections. 

I have sometimes been led to think of the ped- 
dling business as a sort of “missionary enter- 
prise,” which though limited in its immediate re- 
sults, may, in the hands of the Lord, prove to be 
the means of sowing seed that will in due time 
apring up and bear fruit. 

As itinerants and peddlers, it is our privilege to 
be the representatives of a people who are de- 
voted to the Sovereignty of Jesus Christ, who are 
engaged in establishing the Kingdom of Heaven 
on earth, and have laid their aZ upon the altar 
for the furtherance of this great and noble object. 
This is enough to stimulate us to endure cheer- 
fully many a seeming hardship, and to keep our 
hearts fired with heroic enthusiasm and ambition 
to be good and reliable representatives of the Com- 
munity spirit. Our hearts swell with grateful 
emotions at the thought of thus being permitted 
to participate in this great work; and may we 
ever prove ourselves worthy of trust reposed in 
us, 

While this view tends to elevate and separate 
us from the spirit of the world, we are at the same 
time sensible of being prominent marks for the 
shafts of that spirit and its unbelief, but we realize 
that through criticism and the grace of God, we 
are purged from time to time of its polluting in- 
fluences. 

Though much might. be said in regard to our 
Community Home, I will only add, that the mem- 
ory of past deprivations, melt away before the 
love and sunshine which greet us on our return 
to this home of love and unity, like dew before 
the morning sun; and we realize in our hearts 
that there is no place in “the wide wide world” 
like our dear Community Home. 

Our future Communes ;—Gathering-points of all 
that is good and true in the land—may they make 
their appearance speedily. 

C. 8. Josuyn— Years ago, when the country was 
more prosperous than now, the vast wilderness of 
the far west afforded a favorite theme for Fourth- 
of-July oratory. Enthusiastic patriots looked 
forward proudly to the time when that immense 
area, then desolate, and peopled only by the red 
man and the wild beast, should be populous with 
smiling villages, and resonant with the hum of 
busy industry ; when civilization, with her hand- 
maids, art, science, agriculture, manufactures and 
commerce, should fill it with wealth, prosperity, 
and happiness. This wasa grand outlook, and 
well worthy a great nation; and, toa certain ex- 
tent, it has been realized. 

On this, owr National anniversary, it may not 
be inappropriate to indulge in a similar outlook. 
The country—the nation which surrounds us— 
may be said to be, in the truest sense a desert—a 
wilderness. It is unfruitful and barren toward God. 
It bears not unto him the fruits ofthe Spirit. It 
is thickly overgrown with the rank weeds of self- 
ishness, unbelief and worldliness; yet, bearing 
within itself, beneath this surface rubbish, infinite 
capability for spiritual wealth and prosperity, if 
rightly cultivated. To develop these germs of 
good—to eradicate the noxious weeds, prepare the 
soil, and sow the seeds of truth, is the task of Bi- 
ble Communists. The day, | trust, is not far dis- 
tant, when this wilderness shall be thickly settled 
with Communities representing the Kingdom of 
Heaven on earth—centers—/foci, from which shall 
radiate in all directions the gospel of the resurrec- 
tion, of salvation from sin, selfishness, and every 
form of evil; and I look forward to this time, with 
very much the same elevation of feeling, aa when 
in the first eager flush of youthful patriotism I lis- 
tened to the orators’ fancy paintings of the grand 
future which awaited the great wilderness of the 
far west. 

This is my hope for the nation. People the 
land from Maine to Mexico with gospel Commu- 
nities, thick as villages now are, and the fragrance 
exhaling thence to heaven would go far toward 
averting the curse of God which now rests upon 
the country, Could but ten righteous men haye 
been found within the walls of Sodom, the city had 
been spared. God is sitting in judgment upon 
the nation; but instead of realizing his presence, 
humbling themselves before him, and repenting 
and forsaking their sins, men turn their backs up- 
on him, and plunge deeper and yet deeper into 
the abyss of worldliness and sensuality. But if 


righteousness enough can still’ be found in the 





land, to satisfy the justice and wisdom of God, 
the country may yet be spared. If righteous men 
enough can be found in the land—men who are 
willing to sacrifice every thing for Christ’s sake— 
men who are ready to lay down houses, lands, 
wives, children, and, greatest of all, their own 
lives, for the gospel of Jesus Christ—the nation 
may yet be spared. If not, I fear it is doomed. 
The great want of the nation, and I may say of 
the age, is, earnest, God-fearing men—men who 
are devoted to a single idea—the Sovereignty of 
Jesus Christ. Bible Communism, and the Com- 
munities which are its outgrowth and exponent, 
are the schools in which such men are educated. 
They supply this great want of the nation, and of 
the age; and may God speed the day when they 
shall be sprinkled over the land, thick as stars in 
the firmament of heaven, till all the nations of 
the earth shall behold their glory from afar, and 
call them blessed. 

Our Young Men. Our future wisk and Good 
men: May each succeeding year find them near- 
er to the inner fountain of love, life and youth, 
and each year may they drink deeper of the stream 
which flows from that fountain—the river of the 
water of life, which brings eternal, happy youth. 

E. H. Hamiiton—I was somewhat surprised 
on being called to respond to a toast to the young 
men, but the interest I feel in this class of our 
Community, makes me glad of an opportunity of 
expressing some of the desires of my heart for 
them. I have increasing love for this class, and 
have found myself growing into solid, Christian 
fellowship with some of their number during the 
year that is past. Most sincerely do I thank God 
for the influences of his grace that are evidently 
working in the hearts of our young men. One 
after another are coming into line, and heartily 
devoting themselves to the cause of Christ in this 
world. Young men are full of aspirations, I will 
do all I can to influence them to form aspirations 
and purposes based on righteousness, and working 
out the will of God in the world. 

A young friend said to me, “I am tempted to 
think that I can do nothing toward becoming con- 
verted, and that it is not my fault that I cannot, 
I being perfectly willing. People ask, Why don’t 
you become religious? just as though it were some- 
thing you could reach out your hand and take.” 

The prince of this world has interposed many 
delusions and illusions in the way of the young 
becoming what is termed religious. They are 
tempted to drink at other fountains for happiness, 
instead of the “ pure river of the water of life, pro- 
ceeding out of the throne of God.” It is a delusion 
that one can do nothing towards his own conver- 
sion, but must passively wait till met by some 
striking providences. In fact, such are the influ- 
ences which the Lord has set to work in this 
school, that one must work against the tide to be 
irreligious. The goodness and grace of God are 
upon and around us so strikingly, that every knee 
must bow down and worship. 

I have one thought I will try and develop, 
which I hope will take root in the minds of our 
young people. We believe that God has called us 
to establish his kingdom, and heavenly society, in 
this world. For 1800 years this has been God’s 
purpose and there can be no doubt that heavenly 
intelligences have been engaged on the problem. 
A vast amount of truth and spiritual science, has 
been accumulating in the archives of the invisible 
church—the New J erusalem—and I am truly per- 
suaded that these heavenly treasures of knowledge 
are to be opened in some way tis the visible church 
in this world. How much hés already been given 
to us we all know. Now, iis not to be expected 
that this accumulated wisdom Gan be received by 
coarse, insincere spirits, or hended by them. 
It is to be sought after earnegily The old notion 
that it is not to be expected o Ale young to be re- 
ligious, ought to be thoroughly exploded. It is a 
monstrous delusion that it is an indication of a 
weak, emasculated character. » There is no calling 
that demands more energy, h@foisin, or manliness, 
than to serve God and becom ly, wise man. 
The young are considered the most acceptable 
students and soldiers in the schools and wars of 
this world, and the same qualities make them ac- 
ceptable to Christ. The great treasures of heay- 
enly wisdom must be sought after. No one can 
expect to gain them without an earnest purpose, 
any more than one can expect to be a good schol- 
ar or musician without earnest and persistent ap- 
plication. 

It is trug that our efforts are nothing to the 
great results expected and promised. What is 
the seed planted, to the harvest? What are our 
self-denial and trials, > - pa with the great “ re- 
compense of reward?” Still our part must be done ; 
and this is the thought [ would convey. There is 
nothing gained without effort, however willing 
the heavens are to meet and reward us. If we 
would be in New-York to-morrow morning, we 
must be wide awake to get on the cars when the 
bell rings. If we would reap the harvest, we 
must plant the geed in the spring. “I write unto 
you, young men,” says John, “ because ye have 
overcome the wi¢ked one.” And again, “I have 
written unto you young men, because ye are 
strong, and the ward of od abideth in you, and ye 
have overcome the wicked one.” Thege is where 
the issue lies. Let the word of God abide in your 
heart, and you will be fruitful. You have begun 
well, and in some mezxsure it may be said, you 
have overcome the wicked one. You are over- 


coming the love of the world. In turning from 
the world and choosing Christ's service, you have 





turned from the wicked one ; and in our hearts we 
say, God bless you. Great things are in store for you 
as surely as the word of God is true. Happiness 
and joy that cannot be had in the paths of fashion 
and pleasure, are in God's service. More durable 
treasures than those of the West or of California, 
are in store. Higher honor than men can bestow, 
awaits you. And finally, instead of the glory that 
could come from the most successful battle-field, 
you shall be crowned with that eternal weight of 
glory which God hath prepared for them that love 
him. 


Music. First among the fine arts : May it find its 
true development among us and be a medium for 
the worship of God, and fellowship of the heav- 
enly hosts. 

R. 8. DELATRE—I am most happy to respond 
to this sentiment, for two reasons: one because I 
am a lover of music; another, and more important 
one, because I have heartily sympathized with 
our late revival of congregational music. One 
word on music itself. It may not be generally 
considered that music is a science as well as an 
art. Itis art as it relates to expression—science 
as it relates to composition. And a deep science 
it is too, as well as interesting. Indeed it is 
classed along with the liberal branches of know- 
ledge—grammar logic, arithmetic, geometry, as- 
tronomy. I have hoped that the time would come 
when not a single member of our family would be 
ignorant of so beautiful a science. Besides, how 
can musical compositions be really appreciated 
without at least some degree of acquaintance 
with it. How estimate the achievements of the 
great masters—of such a man as Mozart for in- 
stance, who, at the early age of eight(a mere 
child ) could sit down and write off a Symphony 
for a full orchestra. (A symphony is the most 
difficult kind of musical composition.) Now, with- 
out some idea of the science, how can we meas- 
ure the distance between a symphony and a mere 
jig. We have no guage. Moreover I think that 
the study of music has a refining tendency. 

But on the second part of my subject, I would 
lay great stress, viz., that music with us may be a 
medium of the worship of God. Whatever may be 
said of this charming art in general—however 
thrilling its effects (considered in itself), when 
carried to perfection—yet sacred mnsic, or music 
adapted to religious worship, is the thing after all 
that most readily finds a home in the heart— 
whence it returns, in accents of praise, to Him 
who gave it. Music entered largely as an element 
of sacred worship with our forerunners the Israel- 
ites. The Bible is full of it—the Psalms especially. 
And with many of us, my dear friends, it is no 
doubt emociatel with some of our best and hap- 
piest emotions. May it then find a response in 
our bosoms by every ones’ lifting up his voice in 
the t congregation—man, woman, and child. 
And may all our musical efforts find their culmi- 
nation in this our most reasonable service. 

Our Politics : Secession from all human govern- 
ments; alliance with Christ’s eternal Kingdom. 

G. Campsetit—Mr. Chairman. The right 
of secession is a disputed one, and what 
is more, I think I shall be borne out by 
History in affirming that whenever, and 
wherever it has been attempted to be exer- 
cised, it has always been resisted by all the 
force which the party seceded from could 
bring to bear against it. 

Hence the subject at any time is one of in- 
terest, but at the present hour it is especially 
and even painfully so, from the fact that the 
two sections of this country are in deadly 
strife over this very question. And though 
the more enlightened people of the North are 
now arrayed in mortal struggle with Seces- 
sion in the South, they would undoubtedly 
steadfastly maintain the righteousness of the 
secession by which the thirteen original col- 
onies of the country became an independen/ 
nation. 

I said the right of secession; but from 
whence come rights? Your Simon Pure Dem- 
ocrat, or Individual Sovereignty man, will 
quite likely answer that they are inherent in 
the nature ofman. But I should say they are 
the gift of the Divine Creator, from whom 
we derive our existence. “Hath not the 
potter power over the clay, of the same lump 
to make one vessel unto honor, and an other 
unto dishonor?” “Shall the thing formed 
say to him that formed it, why hast thou 
made me thus?” Rights inherent! If your 
man is a self-existent being, he may talk 
about inherent rights; but so long as he is 
dependent on the Creator for the very breath 
he draws, he had better recognize the fact that 
all the rights he enjoys are the gifts of the 
Creator’s bounty. And what is true of the 
individual in this respect, is true also of soci- 
ety in the mass. Hence the right of Se- 
cession, like other rights, is one that comes 
by the ordinance of God, and is to be exer- 
cised legitimately only under his sanction. 

But secession is only the negative part of 
the sentiment. Alliance with the eternal 
Kingdom of Christ is its key note. Eighteen 
hundred years ago. Christ came into the world 
and commeneed the founding of his Kingdom ; 
not in the customary way, by power and 
force of arms, but silently by the attraction 
around him of a circle of loving hearts, re- 
generating them and reconciling them to God. 
Sin, with its inevitable sequence death, and 
selfishness, the fruitful source of strife and 
discord, were to be entirely abolished. “ Who- 
soever committeth sin,” says Christ” is the 
servant. of sin; if the Son therefore shall 
make you free, ye shall be free indeed.” His 





scheme of abolition aimed at deliverance from 
the worst of all bondage, viz., bondage to sin. 
His theory of human rights had for its object 
the deliverance of his subjects from the great 
source of oppression itself, viz., selfishness. 
And the ruling element—the unitary bond 
of his Kingdom was no less remarkable: “A 
new commandment,” says he, “I give unto 
you, that ye love one another as I have loved 
you. Greater love hath no man than this, 
that a man lay down his life for his friends.” 
Again, “ Neither pray I for these alone; but 
for them diso who shall believe on me through 
their word, that they all may be one, even as 
we are one; I in them, and thou in me, that 
they may be made perfect in one.” “Ye know 
that the princes of the Gentiles exercise domin- 
ion over them, but it shall not be so among 
you. Whosoever will be chief among you, 
let him be your servant” 

Here is a constitution worthy of its divine 
Author. It is not an infidel compact between 
“We, the people,” ignoring even the exis- 
tence of God, but begins in vital unity with 
him and ends in perfect unity and peace be- 
tween man and his fellow. Verily might his 
Kingdom be called a kingdom with founda 
tions which cannot be moved. 

This Kingdom was organized by Christ and 
developed itself with great energy during the 
apostolie age, until by the Second Coming at 
the destruction of Jerusalem, it was fully es- 
tablished in the spiritual world. That this 
was the case, both the whole testimony of the 
New Testament and the removal of its fore- 
runner, the Jewish government and its polity 
fully demonstrate. It is still a living, grow- 
ing, reigning kingdom, not removed to some 
far off sphere, but with Christ and his apostles 
at its head, still present to the world, “ ruling 
the nations with a rod of iron.” Christ was to 
reign until “he shall have put down all rule 
and all authority and power.” To form acon- 
nection with that Kingdom, and open the door 
for its entrance into this world, is our purpose 
and expectation, the object of our organiza- 
tion as a Community, and the cause of our 
assembling here this day. And it must be 
plain to any one that if such is our object and 
hope, we have nothing to do with the effete, 
sin-bound governments that are now the de 
pendence of mankind. 

But we are sometimes told, “Paul says, 
‘Let every soul be subject to the higher pow- 
ers.” But, I should answer, Do not misunder 
stand us. We do not propose any violent in- 
terference with the “higher powers.” We 
don’t intend to seize any forts or arsenals, or 
interfere in any way with the “powers that 
be,” in the exercise of their legitimate fune- 
tion, the “restraining of evil doers.” We 
expect to “let them alone,” to come to their 
appointed end in their own way, while we go 
on with our work of effecting a junction with 
the invisible kingdom that is certain in due 
time to take their place and usher in the Mil- 
lennium. Is it not a glorious object and a 
heavenly calling ? 

And we are evidently none too soon. The 
government of this country is called, I believe, 
in popular phrase, “the best government on 
the face of the earth.” Be this as it may, it 
is certainly far from being the one we should 
expect God could sanction as a permanent 
one; and the thickening events of the present 
hour are fast demonstrating that its end may not 
improbably be near. Its peculiar constitution 
specially exposes it to the disorganizing action of 
selfish forces, and a little more political degener- 
acy will break it down. What with unprincipled 
partizans and accomplished swindlers steadily 
gaining the ascendency in its high places, and 
thieves and speculators fattening upon its life in 
the low places, true-hearted, God-fearing men are 
fast learning that they must find some better ark 
for their cherished free institutions, or see them go 
down.. 

But what is to others a coming night of dark- 
ness, is to us but the dawning of a better day. 
It is the morning of the time so long veaited for, 
when nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more; when the 
lion and the lamb shall lie down together, and a 
little child shall lead them; when the Lord God 
shall wipe off all tears from all faces, and there 
shall be no more sorrow, neither crying nor pain, 
but the earth shall be filled with the presence of 
the Lord in which is fullness of joy forever more, 





The evening amusements consisted of a variety 
of games, reading of anecdotes, music by the 
Brass Band, and several novel and interesting 
dissolving views, arranged by the stage manager 
and several of our young artists. It may be men- 
tioned that among other sources of amusement 
during the day, were the weighing and measuring 
of the members. We have not heard what the 
net weight or the average hight of the Commu- 
nity were found to be, but noticed that the scales 
and the measuring rod were often surrounded by 
merry groups. Thus passed the day. 
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